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*-Sir “John Ogilvy " Rennie,

KCMG, a distinguisked public .-
servant .who - was formerly .

Director-General of the-Secret:
Intellizence Service, - popu-
larly known as MIS, died on
September 20. Hewas 67.: -

- The: . greater: part:-: of
Rennie’s'. official life.. was
spent in.the Diplomatic. Ser-
vice where in retrospect it
might be considered tnat his
‘widely-varied -taleat did not
find its fullest scope. Il-luck
and personal misfortune cons-
pired.to affect his career.: :%:-
- - Born: in-June--1914-he was.
educated at Wellington. Col-
lege.. and Balliol . College,
Oxford. He did.well at’ both
institutions and.in particular,
his artistic: gifts: found early
-recognition by the acceptance
‘of his paintings;in'the Royal’

Academy: and the-Paris Salon.",

.On coming down from Oxforad .
in -1935 he: went to work.in.

New" York. for. Xenyon- &
.Eckhart Inc,.an- advertising |

fagéney..,t poc LT e,

“In- 1938-he was married -to
Anne Marie Celine Monica’
‘Godat, a Swiss mational. - -~ ~*

At the -outbreak of war
was quickly: drawn into the
_British , Government Infor-
mation:-machine. then hastily:
being = organised .to combat
‘German - propaganda’ in the'
United " States. He .worked
first “in. Baltimore “at the |
British: Consulate and ' later:
moved to New-York to the
headquarters. where he .re-!
mained until the end of - the,
war. Together with -John!
Wheeler - Bennett, Leonard
Miall and David Bowes Lyon,.
he was a part of an effective
team to which
.knowledge - of .. electronics;
~-made a valuable contribution.

e

-Throughout; this _time. he
.developed,  and.- always', re-'
‘tainedy '@’ great but’ not
_uncrigcal "atfection for the-

‘United States, fortified by a
Elrofound" knowledge of:vits
istory ‘and ‘ways of life.:It
swas natural that these qualifi--
.cations should later shape the
course of 'his diplomatic
career, = To o T T
" On his return to England in
1946 he:was-accepted into the
Foreign: ~ (later - -Diplomatic)
Service . and . took up, -an
appointment appropriately in
the :: Informagon .+ _Policy”
De‘p’artment.‘ in .the Foreign
Oftice. In 1943 he returned to-
the United * States as  First
- Sec (Commaercial) at the.
British Embassy; Washington,
where. his good Iooks and
. intelligence made a favourable
impression and established his

_retary~ ‘{Commercial)

he'}

is self-taught| . °

" reputation in the Service.' -- - -
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" in<1951 he was moved to’
Warsaw,  again as first Secd--
ana-:
-remained there until 1953; In
. Poland. be was able to see at|
“ficst hand an Eastern Euro-'

pean countty in the tighten-1
~ing grip of the cold war -and -

under direct Soviet . domi-.
nation. This. experience and ;
‘his previous knowledge of
" informatonwork made him an

_excellent choice-in 1953 for !

the head of the Information :: Was - much ' .liked

Research Department in ‘the
Foreign . Office. where he

[

.remained for the unusually | .

1

Jong period of almost five
years. This Department was a
new venture and had been!
created under Ernest Bevin’s
-Jeadership : largely at- the
inspiration - of Christopher :
Mayhew. Its pulfjp(_)se was the -
. dissemination of  information :
rimarily abroad but also at .
gome on developments in the

Communist world. It did a |

reat deal to open the eyes of

-fluential individuals to. what
was .- happening behind the
Iron curtain when accurate -
information and the correct
_interpretation .of events was
not readily available in the
West and in newly indepen-
dent post-war - countries.
. Rennie’s role in the Depart-

‘ment was central —and his -

achievement was notable.

° After this® comparatively
“long spell at-home Rennie
. went in 1958 as the Commer-

! - cial Minister in Buenos Aires

~and his success there led to a
~-similar -' . appointment  1n
‘Washiagton .in -1960. To his.
regret only pressure of time
revented him sailing his own
oat from the Argentine to
_his new post in the north. "~
' Not long after his arrival in.
- Washington his good fortune
- deserted
came seriously ill in 1963 and,
instead of returning- to the
:-Foreign Office he unselfishly
chose to be put en dz.?onib.l-
lité - in. order to care. for his

’ wife. In 1964, however,

L dyd
himtselt able to take up an

~ Under-Secretary post in the-
* Foreign Office with responsi-
“‘bilities. for the Americas and.
‘in this capacity he went on a
1 special mission. to - Central4
-:America in .an effort to

resolve the problems between
_ Guatemala and British Hondu-
“ras. ‘Early in 1966 he was
¢seconded for a'few months to
“the Civil,Service Commission
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7 as Cbawrmian of an interview-!
. ing board and later that year
_he married his second wife,

Mrs. Jennifer Margaret Ryc-
. roft the widow of a victim of
the Thetis submarine disaster.
.In :October. 1966 he was
promoted  a: Deputy. Under-
..Secrerary with responsibiliies
‘for' Detence’ ‘matters. - This.
appeintment -\ involved -*- the
chairmanship of a. number of

l

«Cabinet : Committees. -Rennie

by., the
. Defence - Chiefs . who -.were
.guick to appreciate his con-
structive talent and through-
~;out this time the'relationships
between- the - Foreign Office
“"and - the Defence Department
were consistently good.: -
=2 In.0 21968 an i important
change came-in
The .top post-in the Secret
Inteiligence. Service became
" vacant. No suitable ‘candidate
*was . at that time available
from ~within . the ! Service
concerned. - Rennie was of-

-

" foreign governments and in- © fered and ’accepted the-ap-

I'pointment, - which® he - -can
: neither have expected - and
certainly did not seek. He did
-not” find the transition alto-
.gether easy nor the: post
immediately congenial It was
“a period.too in which a family
tragedy —the seutencing-to
jail terms on drugs chargas of
his son, :Charles, and.ihis
daughter-inlaw - in- 1973, —
_caused him public embarrass-
ment and great private dis-
tress. But he did not allow
this to deflect. him from the
management of a' successful
epoch in the history of the
Service . of - which he - was
. Chief. - Although - his staff
s-found him somewhat resarved
. and withdrawn his qualities of
heart and. mind — allied to a_
phenomenal memory and wide
knowledge of technology —:
could not fail to win affection;
and respect. Furthermore, his |
reputation- and. his. character:

Y. s caused~;him.:to . be -widely

trusted by the politicians and
- -civil servants.-in Whitehall. He
had been appointed CMG in

‘painting and electronics.. He
~was -also.:a -membec. of - the
‘English -; Speaking - .Union’s
_nanional .committee
gland and.. Wales

‘chairman . _of : the

'a rather private and. basically

his career. !’ b g
second Marriageajeigasd weragi:

1956 and created. KCMG''i
1567 created. KCMG in |

STAT

In 1974 he -reticed _on
reaching the age of 60. He
spent his retirement enjoying
his lifelong hobbies of sailing,.

. for En-
.and in
became
r : N English
Speaking- - Union’s ~-current
atfairs committee. Rennie was

August. this  year

a somewhat shy:.person but.
fnose who were privileged to,
sharehis—friendsgip held him
in' great affection and .will|
long . remember his many
skills;* charm humour_ and

devotion to his country. -~ - ’

There were-two-sons of his
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